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Windex to invest EUR 25 M in Constanta wind turbine production facility
Windex of Switzerland specializing in the manufacturing of small and medium-sized wind turbines plans to start building a wind turbine plant in Constanta in the next couple of months, the anticipated investment amounting to EUR 20-25 M, company Director for Romania Nicolae Simion stated mid-June, according to Mediafax. ‘The plant will take some 12 months to build,’ he added. A number of prominent energy companies have announced planned investments in wind energy projects in Romania, mainly in the Dobrogea area. Czech group CEZ has already developed a total of 70 wind turbines with a total installed capacity of 175 MW at Fantanele, Constanta County. The whole project is for the deployment of 240 wind turbines with an investment of EUR 1.1 bln. Iberdrola of Spain in April was licensed by Transelectrica to connect to the national grid a total of 1,500 MW of wind power to be generated by a total of 50 wind farms by 2017. The first wind farm with a total installed capacity of 80 MW will be developed starting this year and is set to become operational in 2011.

Energias de Portugal is also working on a 90 MW wind power project and Enel has its own 200 MW project in the pipeline. Petrom is another energy market player that ahs announced its intention to start producing wind power after the acquisition of Wind Power Park, with a total project investment budget of EUR 100 M (source: Nine O’Clock).
NEWS IN BRIEF

IBM presents vision on green technologies

Green economy and intelligent use of technologies were the top conclusions drawn by this year’s edition of IBM Smarter Planet day organised by the Romanian division of the US concern. Specialists of the US company invited to Bucharest said the unfortunate economic changes could work as a momentum for companies operating in any field in general and in IT in particular. “Economic changes have led to the emergence of issues affecting most companies. Shortcomings in IT and in other industries are quite similar. As far as I am concerned, the economic crisis is a great opportunity for the creation of intelligent infrastructures by companies,” Doug Brown, Vice-President in charge of Tivoli brand marketing of the IBM Software Division. IMB WW Marketing and Information Management Vice-President Dave Laverty in turn said a greener world should make wiser use of technologies. 

Hybrid Dacia prototype named ‘Hamster’

An user of the DaciaClub internet forum posted several snapshots of a hybrid automobile derived from Sandero Stepway which, according to the web site 0-100.ro, is a prototype made by students of the Road Vehicles Faculty of the Pitesti University. Many years will pass until Dacia will launch a hybrid car, but the prototype named Hamster is interesting and has a 4WD system that propels the rear wheels with an electric engine. The rear axle is specific to a Sandero Stepway, but was modified to accommodate a 4WD system (that cannot be found on the standard cars on sale). The automobile has a 1.5 liter dCi diesel engine, where the last letter “i” is written in green, to show this an environment-friendly model. Automobile Dacia officials confirmed they know about the project: “Dacia Hamster is a university project developed by the <> Faculty of the Pitesti University, jointly with the <> department of the Automobile Engineering Centre. The project was designed by students who are taking their masters’ degrees in the research project conducted by the Pitesti University.

Hilton plans to build hotel in Timisoara

Hilton plans to build in Timisoara a five-star hotel on the site of a former residence of Nicolae Ceausescu, currently owned by a company under the command of the Timis County Council (CJ) and the Tender company, owned by entrepreneur Ovidiu Tender, the head of Timis CJ Constantin Ostaficiuc, announced, quoted by Mediafax. Ostaficiuc told a press conference mid-June that the hotel chain made an offer to the Inter Center Service & Co., owned by Timis CJ and Tender & Co., to build a five-star hotel on the site of the former “Party Hotel,” a proposal which is to be debated in the board meeting at the end of June. According to a report annexed to the HCJ project to be put to approval, “Hilton will be the first hotel operator to open, in Timisoara, a five-star hotel, with over 160 rooms,” the inauguration of the six-storey building being set for 2013. The old building, subsequently dubbed Hotel International, is at present undergoing repair works
Romania, 7th in EU by annual new order growth in April

Romania ranks seventh in the EU by new industry order growth in April compared to the same period of 2009 at a rate of 26.5 per cent as gross series, higher than the EU average of 21.8 per cent, according to Eurostat data. In Romania’s case, April is the fourth consecutive month of annual new industry order growth following the 12.8 per cent downward revision in December 2009. Orders in March grew by 29.5 per cent. Of all 22 states considered in the report by the EU statistical office, only Denmark and Ireland registered a fall of the indicator (down 11 per cent and 14.7 per cent), and the other three reported a growth. The most obvious positive developments were in the Netherlands (up 45.3 per cent), Latvia (up 37.5 per cent) AND Slovakia (up 34.1 per cent). The poorest growth was found in Greece (up 6 per cent) AND Spain (up 6.7 per cent).

Carrefour opens 4th supermarket in Bucharest

The Carrefour group continues to expand with a fourth supermarket it is opening in the Ghencea district of Bucharest. The new Carrefour supermarket will have a retail area of 1,200 sq m and will sell a range of approximately 8,400 goods, of which some 1,000 will be Carrefour private label items at the same price as the ones at the hypermarket. This category of products costs at least 20 per cent less compared to national brands. ‘Satisfaction or money back’ is the motto of the new Carrefour supermarket who promises to replace or refund an item that fails to satisfy customers’ expectations from a qualitative point of view. Carrefour Market Ghencea will also sell bio and diet products. The fruits and vegetables are among the products that will be checked for quality on a daily basis. The Carrefour Group is present in 32 countries where it operates 15,500 hypermarkets, supermarkets, hard discount and convenience stores and has 475,000 employees. 

TransFonD and APERO launch single telephone line to report lost/stolen cards

TransFonD and APERO have launched a single telephone line where customers can report lost or stolen cards, Mediafax reports. The service is available to all card issuers in Romania, including those that are not members of the Electronic Payments Association of Romania (APERO). The service is currently used by five banks – BCR, BRD, Bancpost, Banca Transilvania and CEC Bank – that hold together over 60 per cent of the local bank card market. APERO President Adrian Apolzan says the number of stolen cards is of 20,000 – 30,000 with a rough total number of cards in Romania of 12 M. 

H&M opens first Romanian store

Swedish fashion retailer H&M (Hennes&Mauritz) is opening its first store in Romania, in Bucharest, next spring, Mediafax informs. ‘Croatia and Romania will become new markets in the H&M portfolio, with openings in Zagreb and Bucharest scheduled for the spring of 2011,’ a report reads. H&M is one of the most popular fashion retailers in the world with an annual business of EUR 10 bln. In H1 of 2010, H&M sales were up 3.9 per cent to EUR 5.4 bln (source: Nine O’Clock).
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