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Flat-screen TV sales, 60 pct increase in Romania, in June
Flat-screen TV sales advanced in Romania, in June, 60 percent from the same month a year earlier, whereas these products retail growth rate is estimated at 5-10 percent by the end of 2010, reveals market research GfK Weekly Monitor, conducted by GfK Co. and released early August.
According to the quoted source, in the second quarter of 2010 both producers and retailers took advantage of events as the World Football Championship and VAT increase to 24 percent in order to boost their sales.
As such, at the level of the entire electronic products sector, the increase of 1.3 percent, even not a spectacular one, indicates once again the promotional activities success when TV products are in question. 
GfK Temax study indicates that the highest sales in the electronic products category were registered by the flat-screen TV sets and overall sales are expected to slightly exceed the volume in 2009, with an increase of 5-10 percent. 
Per total, the performance on the LCD TV sets market, in June 2010, was 60 percent better than the one registered in the same month the previous year.
GfK Romania, founded in 1992, is integral part of GfK Group and represents market research institute No. 1 in Romania. Set up in 1934 as the first market research company in Germany, GfK Group has at present more than 150 branches in 100 countries on five continents (source: Agerpres).
Tarom carries 1.12 million passengers in seven months
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The Tarom National Company of Romanian Air Transports, a member of the International Air Transport Association since 1993 and of the Association of European Airlines since 2000, which posted 191.4 million euros in turnover in 2009, carried 1.12 million passengers in the first seven months of 2010, the average load factor grew to 61 percent, informs the air transport company mentioned before.
The company carried a total number of 1.12 million passengers, by 221.826 more than in the same time span of 2009 and by 27,101 passengers more than in January-July 2008 and had 9.743 regular flights to foreign and domestic destinations.
The average load factor of the Tarom aircraft for the January-July 2010 span of time was 61 percent, up by over 8 percent as against the similar time span of 2009. In July 2010 there was the highest load factor, 70 percent, the above-mentioned company carrying more than 192,000 passengers. 
Tarom has flights to 54 destinations in the summer season 2010, to countries in Europe, Northern Africa and the Middle East. In 2009, a year when Tarom was named the most reliable brand in the category of air companies, the national company carried over 1.7 million passengers and registered an over 56 percent load factor of the aircraft. For 2010 Tarom estimates more than 2 million passengers to be carried and an over 60 percent load factor (source: Agerpres).
Olt Valley, most popular road in Romania
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"A few days ago we completed a traffic investigation and a census, actually there are four such investigations. Two at Seaca on European road E 81, one at the Budesti point, where E 81 and the road to Curtea de Arges [southern Romania] cross, and one at Raureni, on the national road connecting Ramnicu Valcea to Slatina. The first investigation at Seaca revealed what was already known, namely that E 81, the Olt Valley, is the most popular road with the heavy traffic in Romania. Anyway, 30,000 motor vehicles on average use the Olt Valley," DN Valcea manager Eugen Manescu told Agerpres. 

According to him, the traffic investigation considers both the local traffic and the transit one. "The aim of these measurements is for us to see where motorways will be built. If we consider that in order to build a motorway it is necessary that 8,000 cars should use it, it is no longer needed to prove the usefulness of building a motorway in the Olt Valley," concluded Manescu. 

As a matter of fact, building the motorway on the pan-European Corridor IV, in the Olt Valley, is the project of road infrastructure most talked about in Romania in the past 30 years (source: Agerpres).
Dacia produced 215,463 units in first seven months

Automobile Dacia has produced 215,463 units in the first seven months, while Ford produced 4,178 units, according to the Association of Car Producers and Importers (APIA), quoted by Mediafax. Taking into account the 15 trucks built by Roman Brasov, the national production of automobiles stood at 219,656 units, 24.7 per cent higher than the one reported in the same period last year. 89 per cent of the units (194,523) were exported. Nevertheless, when compared to the same period last year, in the first seven months of this year auto sales dropped by 26.2 per cent to 68,244. In July, compared to June, auto sales dropped by 38.7 per cent to 9,294 units. 61,288 cars were sold in the first seven months of this year, 26 per cent below the level reported in the same period last year (source: Nine’Oclock). 
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